Our Escape to Colditz

Keith is a huge history enthusiast and has ex-
pressed a desire to visit Colditz Castle for as
long as I've known him. In fact, we almost
made it there in Bluebell the Mo-
torhome in 2016, however decided to stay
In Austria and revisit another time when we
were a little more prepared. The opportunity
finally arose this year as | decided to book
tickets for Keith's Christmas present - the
man who has every gadget under the sun -
and it went down brilliantly! Due to work com-
mitments, | decided that rather than drive,
we would grab a quick weekend return flight
from Stansted to Berlin, however I've includ-


http://adventuresinamotorhome.com/2016/08/20/summer-2016-adventures-in-europe-part-9-austria-into-the-black-forest-germany/
http://adventuresinamotorhome.com/2016/08/20/summer-2016-adventures-in-europe-part-9-austria-into-the-black-forest-germany/
http://adventuresinamotorhome.com/2016/08/20/summer-2016-adventures-in-europe-part-9-austria-into-the-black-forest-germany/
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ed motorhome/campervan stopovers too on
this blog.

We stayed overnight prior to flying at the
Holiday Inn Express Stansted, which was
convenient as it offers onsite parking and
evening meals - we wouldn’t arrive until
gone 8pm following work so would need dinn-
er. Free breakfast was also offered, and was
actually very pleasant despite it being 5am!
A shuttle bus took us to the departures termi-
nal in just 7 minutes at a cost of £3pp.


https://www.hiexpress.com/hotels/gb/en/stansted/lonsa/hoteldetail?newRedirect=true&qIta=99603195&icdv=99603195&glat=SEAR&qSlH=LONSA&setPMCookies=true&qDest=Thremhall%20Avenue,%20Stansted,%20GB&dp=true&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIpKry2dWx4AIVbLXtCh3MDAO_EAAYASAAEgKB6fD_BwE&cid=54662&srb_u=1
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10.30am local time on Friday saw us touch-
down at Berlin Schonefeld airport and by
11lam we had picked up our wheels for the
weekend - a VW Golf hired from Sixt.com.
They did manage to sneak some added ex-
tras on which meant we ended up spending
over €100 extra to the hire charge which was
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a bit of an irritating beginning.

Although we had flown to Berlin, due to the
reqularity of flights available to ensure we
got the most time possible from our limited
time away, our destination was 2 hours south
- Leipzig. It is possible to fly direct to Leipzig
however they only fly twice a week from
Stansted and it didn't work timing wise for
us.

Leipzig is a very exciting place to visit as a
musician, and | can’t help but feel that it's
massively overlooked on the tourist trail.
Leipzig was home to J.5.Bach, who worked at
Thomaskirche as the Kapellmeister for many
years.



Our Escape to Colditz

-

.

F-i\. \-,i.

“‘Iﬂ‘
——

AT, §
s T




Our Escape to Colditz

His family, many of whom were also musi-
cians, also were based in Leipzig, and al-
though their family home no longer exists be-
cause of WW2 Damage, the cathedral does
and their neighbours and friends house is
now The Bach Museum and Archives.
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Inside the church you can see Bach’s grave
along with many very rare and historical mu-
sical instruments from the Baroque Period.
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We were lucky enough to hear the organist
perform some Bach's Organ Pieces which
was incredibly moving and really very excit-

Ing.

Our visit to the Bach Museum also didn’t dis-
appoint, we got to see some very rare, hand-
written by Bach manuscript, which was ridicu-
lously neat and just completely awesome to
see. (No pics allowed)

We did some of the Music Trail although
time was not on our side - you could easily
enjoy 2 days + here. Other famous musi-
cians who are linked to Leipzig are Felix Men-
delssohn’s who died here- his house is now a
museum which we'd have liked to have visit-
ed but we ran out of time, and Richard Wagn-


https://www.leipzig.travel/en/culture/music/leipzig-music-trail/

er.
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During the walking tour we enjoyed looking
at some of the beautiful buildings which have
survived the war including the opera house.
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We also stumbled across a traditional winter
fayre, which was a great chance to warm up
with some Gluwein.
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We had three delicious meals in Leipzig -
lunch at Ratskeller, a really atmospheric
beerhouse which serves local Saxon Fayre, a
bratwurst at the winter fayre, and finally our
evening meal at the historic and atmospheric
Auerbachs Keller and tried loads of abso-
lutely delicious local beer and even a Leipzig


https://www.ratskeller-leipzig.de
https://www.auerbachs-keller-leipzig.de/index.php?module=viewer&index%5Bviewer%5D%5Bpage%5D=home&lang=en
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Our home for the night was the Mercure
Hotel which as just down the road from Men-
delssohn’s house and had an underground
carpark for us to leave the car whilst we ex-
plored on foot.

On Saturday we were up fairly early and
checked out at 9am. Keith was very excited
as today was our trip to Colditz Castle. His re-
action as we caught our first sight of the
beautiful looking castle was priceless.


https://www.accorhotels.com/gb/hotel-5406-mercure-hotel-leipzig-am-johannisplatz/index.shtml
https://www.accorhotels.com/gb/hotel-5406-mercure-hotel-leipzig-am-johannisplatz/index.shtml

Our Escape to Colditz

I’d booked us the extended tour (€18 pp
payable in cash on arrival) and we were sur-
prised to learn that we were the only one
booked on the tour - so it was to be a private
tour - an unexpected perk of being out of
season. Our guide Steffi, began leading us
around the vast corridors, cellars, and


http://www.schloss-colditz.com/information/Information.html
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grounds, giving us brilliant commentary
throughout.
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Colditz Castle is a striking Renaissance Cas-
tle, sat perched on a large rocky outcrop,
high above the River Mulde and became best
known during WW?2 - it was used as a High
Security Prisoner of War camp for allied
officers who had repeatedly tried to escape
from other POW camps. Despite being consid-
ered as a high security camp, it had the high-
est number of successful escape attempts
and only one assassination, and that was, ac-
cording to Steffi, an accident. Prisoners here
were treated with respect and a little more
dignity than elsewhere and had huge li-
braries to peruse, a fully functional theatre in
which they used to put on full scale produc-
tions and also the dorms were less crammed
iIn and some officers even had their own
rooms which were bigger than you may ex-
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pect.

During the tour we got to see the famous
gap in which Pat Reid managed to escape
from - he later went on to develop the fa-
mous boardgame “Escape from Colditz”;
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French tunnel which ran 44m in length right
underneath the chapel
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The end of the British tunnel
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the attic room where the famous glider was
built in secret and found when the Americans
liberated the castle
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and much more. We saw the theatre, com-
plete with secret trap door under the stage,
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the officers rooms, the British Dorms, and
heard story after story of escape efforts -
some successful and some not. Despite the
nature of the history here it was hard not to
feel inspired here, the sheer determination of
those who were held here almost lives on in
the walls, its just truly fascinating - even for
someone who isn’t such a history buff as her
husband!

Our tour was supposed to last 2 hours, but
Steffi, encouraged by our enthusiasm and in-
terest | think, showed us some extra places
and we actually ended up being there for
over 3 hours!
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There is a Campsite within walking distance
If you go in your campervan/motorhome and

also a Stellplatz (overnight parking area) in

the next town - although Colditz is very small
and I'm not sure I'd fancy driving our old mo-
torhome up to the castle.

Our final stop of the trip was 1.5 hours down
the road on the border of Czech Republic, at
Bastel. This addition to our itinerary was last
minute after reading about it in the Lonely
Planet Germany Book and my goodness are
we pleased we discovered it.


https://www.eurocampings.co.uk/germany/saxony/colditz/campsite-am-waldbad-102609/
https://www.caravanplatz-grimma.de
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Bastei is a large area of rock formations
which tower 194m high above the River Elbe.
There is a fabulous bridge nestled amongst
the rocks and lots of viewing platforms dott-
ed around - some of which aren’t for the
faint hearted, especially when they are cov-
ered in ice and snow as they were for our vis-
it!
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| managed to put my big girl pants on and
conquered them all, despite a few deep con-
trolling breathes and jelly legs as you can
just about see from this pic!

We managed an hour of exploring the paths
before we lost the sunlight
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and enjoyed a bratwurst sausage and beer
(alcohol free for me being Des, but it was
fab!!) at the kiosk just as they shut, before re-
turning to our car and discovering a car park-
Ing ticket -whoops!
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Our journey back to Berlin Schonefeld Airport
took just under 2 hours, where we stayed in
an airport hotel (which was grim but served
Its purpose) ready for our extremely early
06.30 flight back home. We had a lovely tradi-
tional meal of Schnitzel at the local
Gasthaus - which we needed to drive to as
there was nowhere within walking distance
of the hotel and no restaurant at the hotel.
Check out the size of those Schnitzel’s!


https://www.hotelbb.de/en/berlin-airport
https://goo.gl/maps/G3tMVM5KZkC2
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We had a brilliant time - and can’t believe
we were actually only in Germany for a day
and a half. We covered 582km/361m and
found German roads brilliant. A note to my-
self, next time the car hire kiosk asks me if |
would prefer automatic or manual - get auto-
matic! | kept going for an invisible gear stick!

Until Next Time (which won’t be long as this
time next week we will be in the Lake District
for half term in Ruby- woo)

Lx



Our Escape to Colditz

Share this:

-Share on X (Opens in new win-
dow) X

-Share on Facebook (Opens in new
window) Facebook
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-Share on Pinterest (Opens in new
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-Share on WhatsApp (Opens in new
window) WhatsApp

- Email a link to a friend (Opens in
new window) Email
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