Our annual pilgrimage to Scotland,
May 2017. Part 2. Wester Ross

Tuesday

We had such a peaceful night at the foot of
the Cuillin Hills and slept like logs! Unfortu-
nately when we woke up it was still not great
weather wise, so we wasted no time in pack-
Ing up and hitting the road. We made a quick
stop at the Spar shop in Broadford before tak-
ing the Kyle Bridge back over to the main-
land. We had a brilliant time shopping in the
Spar, it was crammed full of local food and



Our annual pilgrimage to Scotland,
May 2017. Part 2. Wester Ross

drink- our major weakness! We popped in for
some potatoes and some rice, and came out
with over £60 worth of goodies, including
some local frozen venison, sausages, veqg, a
bottle of Misty Isle Gin (whoops, that slipped
In the basket!) cheeses, chutney, ales etc.
Whoops!

Back on mainland and we took the Wester

Ross Coastal route, which was beautiful de-
spite the wet weather. We pulled over for
some toast and marmalade overlooking Loch
Caron, and carried on towards Gairloch. We
really enjoyed this route and can’t recall tak-
Ing it before. We will definitely return to this
area, and hope for some better weather next
time. Talking of the weather, just as we were
pulling up at our home for the next two
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nights, Gruinard Bay Caravan Park, the rain
stopped, hurrah!

The pitches at Gruinard Bay Caravan Park
have a super view, they are right on the
beach front. We however managed to be as-
signed the pitch closest to the neighbouring
graveyard... so we decided to park on side-
wards so our door was directly facing the
sea. Not sure if we were meant to, but no
one challenged us, and it wasn’t particularly
busy there. Otherwise our door would have
been directly facing the graves! It was a nice
enough site, but needed a bit of TLC to say
the least. Showers were clean, but very
small, and actually only one of each sex, and
situated in a rickety portacabin. We enjoyed
a chill overlooking the sea for the remainder
of the afternoon, and a hearty Spag Bol for
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tea before having an early night.

Wednesday arrives and still no sign of rain,

so we enjoyed a full cooked breakfast out-
side before driving off pitch 8 miles down the
road to visit National Trust for Scotland’s In-
verewe Gardens.

= We enjoyed their pinewood trail first with

Jazz, then left him to sleep in the van whilst
we wandered round the gardens. They are
billed to be the best botanical gardens in Eu-
rope. We enjoyed our visit although | think
we were perhaps a couple of days late to en-
joy the best of the rhodedendrums. Still
worth a visit.
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BEBEEER
On our way back to the campsite we followed

signs for “The Food emporium”, which turned
out to be a little smokehouse where we
picked up some delicious smoked cod and
smoked cheddar cheese.

=1 By now the sun was back out in force so

we scuttled back to the campsite and set up
base again. Tonight we enjoyed a lovely
BBQ, this time on the gas one as it was bit
drafty, consisting of our smoked cod and
couscous for starter then steak and chips for
main. Yum! Keith washed his down with
some very local ales from a small craft brew-
ery down the road, one of which he said was
the best he'd had! | also managed to get the
drone up a couple of times. A happy after-
noon and evening.
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Thursday

We decided to make an earlyish start as
we’'d got a few miles to cover today. We
skipped our morning cuppa and breakfast,
choosing to stop at viewpoint further into our
journey to enjoy those.

“Somehow, despite a breakfast stop and a
top up Tesco shop, we managed to arrived at
our Brit Stop location almost an hour before
our first eta! We are now at BritStop no. 841,
a tea room and farm shop situated on the qui-
et side of Loch Ness. We'd never taken the
B852 road on the other side of Loch Ness be-
fore, and Keith tells me the road is called
General Waide's Military Road. It was a love-
ly alternative to the much busier A82 . After
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iIntroducing ourselves, we had a quick bite to
eat and set off for a little walk down the road
to the Falls of Foyer. What we didn’t realise
was that Robert Burns based his poem “Wa-
terfall” on these falls, and they are set within
a most spectacular gorge.

==t really was a lovely walk, and we worked
up a good appetite to enjoy a nice afternoon
cream time on arrival back at the tea rooms.
The rest of the afternoon and evening was
spent chilling, tomorrow we have a longer
drive towards the Lake District as we have a
date with Hellvelln and Striding edge
(weather permitting!) on Saturday. Dinner
tonight was a very very tasty Simply Cook
Haddock risotto. Yum!
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Until next time
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