Summer 2016: Adventures in Europe,
part 10- Homeward Bound

Day 26- Saturday

Location - Trier Campsite, €25 pn with elec-
tric

Miles driven - 300

Weather- showery but sunny and warm in
late afternoon

Bluebell the motorhome is parked up on the
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banks of the Moselle River on the outskirts of
Trier. It's not the nicest campsite we've been
on, but it is serving a purpose.

We were up early and drove 4 hours to Trier

and its 110 space aire, arriving at 1.00. An-
noyingly, the aire car park was completely
taken over by the ADAC world championship
rally, and there were rally cars, stewards all
over the place and a big cross through the
Motorhome sign. Not quite knowing what to
do for the best, | pulled over and promptly
got whistled at by a steward- turns out | had
stopped in a pit stop!! [] Bluebell's been offi-
cially everywhere now! Lol

On the exit road there was a sign for a camp-
site so we pulled in and luckily they had


https://i0.wp.com/wanderleefy.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/7b1ef-img_7267.jpg?ssl=1

Summer 2016: Adventures in Europe,
part 10- Homeward Bound

space, Keith wanted to see the Roman re-
mains here and | could tell he was disappoint-
ed the aire was shut. They probably could
have included a note in the Camperstop
Book as I'm sure it would have been known
about.

After a quick lunch we walked along the
banks of the Mosel River to the old town. We
saw the Roman bridge, the lower columns
were 2000 years old!

We crossed the Roman bridge and went into

town, the outskirts of town are awful, seedy
and filthy, | was crossing everything that the
historic centre would be nicer. Once we got
into the Market Square, we relaxed, it was
very pretty indeed and had a lovely charac-
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ter- high wooden building etc, lovely.

A short walk from the Market Square and we

reached the most impressive of the sights in
Trier, the Porto Nigra, which is the worlds
largest preserved a Roman City Gate. What
an amazing sight. Keith went inside whilst |
had a cheeky wine, payment for dog sitting!

We then did a walking trail which included

other Roman remains, including the am-
phitheatre, Roman baths and Basilica. My
favourite was the amphitheatre, it was sur-
rounded by banks of vineyards and was a bar-
gain to go in, only €4 each. You could go un-
derneath the arena and right around the top
of it. It was very easy to reinact Russell
Crowe’s Gladiator!
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Roman sights visited, we headed back to the
market square for some beverages, Keith
was happy he found somewhere selling Kris-
tellweissen (spelling!) | settled on the local
wine. We moved onto a pop up wine stall al-
so in the market square, | tried the local fizz
which was delicious, and Keith had a pino
noir white.

We then had a meal, only our second meal

out of the trip- opting for a local restaurant al-
so on the market square, we both had pork
schnitzel and frites, which was delicious.

Day 27- Sunday
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Location - Oye Plage- municipal aire, free
GPS: n50.977090, 2.039650

Miles driven - 280 Weather- showery but
sunny and warm in late afternoon

Bluebell the motorhome is almost back
where she began 3.5 weeks ago! We left Tri-
er bright and early and did a full service fil-
l/empty before checking out of our campsite.

We were on the road for 9am, and as a result

we were filling up with ridiculously cheap fuel
an hour later in Luxembourg- €0.92 per litre!
After squeezing as much as possible in we
were back on the road and soon in Belgium.
Our toll free route took us through Belgium,
round Brussels and back up to Calais. It was
an easy journey and we were pulling into
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Gravelines aire at 2pm. Sadly the fair was in
town opposite the aire, and we didn’t fancy a
noisy night, especially at €7 for the night, no
services, so we carried on to where we spent
our first night on Oye Plage beach aire. You
can imagine our shock when we arrived and
there was a great big height barrier blocking
the carpark- considering we had stayed there
literally 3.5 weeks ago! Oh well, we trundled
down the road to the municipal aire in the vil-
lage and found a space alongside another
Brit, shortly followed by several others!

We had a good chill, watching a couple of
movies, and had an early night after prawn

egq fried rice for tea.

Day 28- Monday Location - Home- Norfolk,
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UK Miles Driven 150 Weather - Sunny

Bluebell the motorhome is sat having a well
earned rest having carted us and our mad
dog around 2900 miles Europe for the last 28
days, with barely a problem -other than the
tyre incident in Brugges and lack of power on
hills!

We started this morning having had a lovely
quiet night at Oye Plage, and having bit of a
lay in. Once up, we decided to give ourselves
a head start on packing up, stripping the
sheets and loading up the washing bags- 2
huge lkea bags full of dirty washing- oh joy!

After a thorough clean at the service point on

site we head 30 minutes away towards Wis-
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sant, we were heading to one final WW?2 site
of our tour- the would have been launch site
of the awful V3 guns set to bombard London
with over 1600 bombs per day - Fortress de
Mimoyecques (GPS n50.517 €1.4530)

It was only €5.50 to go in, and you got to ex-
plore right through the under ground tunnels,
600m of them. It was so eery in there, but so
fascinating. Thank goodness for the French
resistance who along with the RAF aerial
surveillance noticed the site being built and
therefore bombed it heavily so it never got
completed.

After a very enjoyable visit (feels not quite
the right word but I'm sure you understand!)
we headed to Cite Europe, right next to the
Eurotunnel Departure, for a chill, shop, and
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to give Bluebell a thorough clean - one less
job to do when we get back. | had a good
hour exploring the French supermarket- I've
really missed the choice, sorry Germany but
your supermarkets weren’t (in my opinion)
as good as the French, before whipping us up
an early tea. Keith got on with some bits of
maintenance- we'd lost a few screws here
and there. At 6pm we moved round to begin
check in- a longer than normal process, not
entirely sure why as the actual passport
check was minimal, again! 8pm and we were
on the train and by 11pm we were home and
ready for bed!

We have had a brilliant tour- seen some abso-

lutely amazing sights, eaten and drank some
cracking food and drink. Our general opinion
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of Germany is we loved what we saw, but not
sure we would rush back. We found some
parts of it hard work- all outweighed in the
end by the good stuff obviously, but we
came back feeling satisfied but ready for
home!

Thoughts now turn to our next adventure-
lined up for October Half Term, and my birth-
day! We are thinking about visiting South
Wales- but as ever, who knows till nearer the
time!

Until Next time

Lx
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