France May 2014: Pt 6 D Day and the
Normandy beaches

Bluebell the motorhome is parked up in the
free aire at Arromanches Les Bains. We're
parked up alongside over 20 hired mo-
torhomes that seem to belong to the BBC
however they are unoccupied, infact - nosey
pants here had a good look through the win-
dow of one (or five!!) earlier and the beds
aren’t even made up? We’'ve been told by
the tourist office that the aire is closed until
10th June, but bearing in mind we’d already
driven onto it, parked, had lunch and a wan-
der by the time we found this out, plus there
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are 3 other non BBC vans here, we’ve decid-
ed to be brave and stick it out here. The secu-
rity van has just done a round and seems
happy for us to be here so that’'s good
enough for us! =

There’s not much breathing room in the
spaces here, but it is free!

B
Our neighbours- 20 odd hired motorhomes

belonging to the BBC - although no one
seems to be staying in them!!

Today we had a contemplative but pleasant
drive along the Normandy coast, passing the
pretty Courseuilles sur Mer, Deuville and
Trouville. We’ve done this tour before ( read
here ) but never made it Site Hillman, so
that was our first stop today.
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Site Hillman was given the code name HILL-
MAN by the Allies, and consisted of 18 con-
crete bunkers buried 4m deep and linked by
tunnels. It was surrounded by minefields and
barbed wire, and was defended by guns, ma-
chine guns, and armoured gun posts. On 6th
June, the 1st Battalion of the Suffolk Regi-
ment captured Hillman and the bunkers
seem to have been untouched since.

the entrance to Site Hillman
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It’s free to visit Hillman, and is very interest-
ing, if not eerie! There are info boards dotted

about - 1I'd highly recommend it as a place to
Visit

After our Hillman visit, we carried on to Arro-
manches as we were concerned that there
are only 19 spaces on the aire there and did-
n't want to not get a space! As it happened,
we bagged the last space, so celebrated with
lunch and a stubby. By this time, I'd noticed
all the other motorhomes had BBC signs on
the dashboard, and were infact hire vans,
but we put it down to prep for all the cover-
age from here next week. Still not sure why
they are in motorhomes and not hotels
though!!
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We got soaked on our initial walk into town,
and had to retreat back to Bluebell for our
waterproofs. It was then that we noticed the
no access sign blocking the aire. This definite-
ly wasn't there when we drove in as we
wouldn’t have been able to get by it. Still un-
detered, and suitably dressed in waterproofs,
of course the sun came out as we returned in-
to town. Nosey Norris aka me, went | to ask
about the aire at the tourist office, where |
was told it was closed til 10th June! :-/ | decid-
ed to keep quiet that we were infact parked
In the aire and we carried on up to Port Wins-
ton via the free shuttle train!

Soldiers patrolling the beach here at Arro-

manches - one of the anniversary events
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the view of Arromanches from the 360 de-
gree cinema

After a good look around and soak up of the
very busy atmosphere, plus a purchase of a
couple of new stickers, we opted for crepes
and a vin rouge which was delicious and then
headed back to Bluebell. We've got an excel-
lent internet Fon signal here thanks to mo-
torhome wifi. After dinner we enjoyed an
evening stroll into the town, which was more
enjoyable as it was far less busy than earlier
today. As much as we’ve enjoyed revisiting,
the huge crowds were off putting- but seeing
as this is one of the key sites of the Landing
beaches, a week before D Day it's hardly sur-
prising.
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Next week, we've heard there is lots planned
for the D Day anniversary itself- Chris Evans
brings his Breakfast show here on Friday
morning, there is a big concert and even a
Prince William and Kate will be here. So no
doubt they are already beginning the prepa-
rations and tightening security.

Once the anniversary celebrations are over,
be sure to visit Arromanches if you haven't al-
ready- seeing the remains of the landing plat-
forms in the sea is really a humbling sight.

One final thought for tonight...

Until next time
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