France, May 2014 Ptl Le Touget and
Stella Plage

Friday: Bluebell the Motorhome is parked up
on the coast behind a large sand dune on a
free aire in France. But the question is, what
coast are we on?! When we booked this trip,
back in February, we booked with the inten-
tion of driving to the Mediterranean for a few
beach days in the sun. But, given the fact the
weather forcast was grim for pretty much the
whole of France, and we are currently saving
for our wedding day (exactly one year today
to go!) we made the decision on our drive
down to The Tunnel not to venture the 700
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odd miles each way to the Med! This would
save us at least £500 quid in fuel for the wed-
ding fund, and with it being the 70th anniver-
sary year of D Day, we thought Normandy
would be a good place (and significantly
cheaper!!) to head for, without feeling like
we’ve compromised.

So, back to my opening statement: Bluebell
the Motorhome is parked up in the blazing
sunshine (not forecasted!!) on the Free aire
at Stella Plage; just south of Le Touquet.

We arrived in France smoothly, quickly,
(thanks Eurotunnel) and less stressed at the
promise of saving some dosh, late last night
and made the 2 minutes drive from train to
Cite Europe aire, along with 10 or so other
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motorhomes for some serious shut eye. We
must have needed it as we didn’t wake up til
gone 10am!! Feeling heaps more positive,
less knackered, and encouraged by the
bright blue sky perking through our roof
vents, we doned our shorts and picked a
beach aire in our “All The Aires France” that
was an hours drive away.

Our mission this week is to travel this stretch
of coast without using toll roads, and we en-
joyed our journey leaving the motorway at
Bologne on the Route Nationale road towards
Stella Plage. When we arrived, we were
pleased to see there were plenty of spaces
free, and enjoyed a walk over the sand dune
and on to the beach. We narrowly averted a
storm with a lunch break in Bluebell before
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off loading the bikes and cycling the 30 mins
journey to ale Touquet. Most of the journey
was on a special cycle path resulting in an en-
joyable 10kms or so round trip.

We enjoyed visiting Le Touquet, it's got lots
of character, and has some interesting Art
Deco buildings, some tasty looking fancy cho-
colatiers, designer clothing shops and a love-
ly stretch of sandy beach and promenade.
The town of Stella Plage, where we are stay-
Ing is also really nice- it's got a handful of
bars, cafés, patisseries, shops and a small su-
permarket where we stocked up on Camem-
bert, wine, cider, and sausisson- which we
then consumed whilst happily sat outside the
van in the sun, reading, chilling and mar-
velling at how something as simple as wine,
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cheese and fresh bread can taste so damn
fine!l!

Who needs the Med anyway?!
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