Easter Holidays 2014: Pt 3 Glen Coe to
Skye

Tuesday:

Bluebell the motorhome is parked up right
next to the gorgeous white sands of Arisaig,
just off the road from Fort William entitled
“The Road to the Isles” - the A380 to Mallaig.

Today we left Loch Leven fairly early, as we

wanted to get some supplies from the Morri-
sons at Fort William. After a quick scoot
round, a few mins online, a diesel fill and a
calor gas exchange, we were back on the
road, heading towards Mallaig. We had a
brief stop at the Glenfinnan Viaduct and
monument. The viaduct was used for filming
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some Harry Potter scenes (we've actually not
seen HP so this was lost on us!) However, it's
a nice location with a visitors centre and of
course the Bonny Prince Charlie monument
too.

>

Our intention for the rest of the day was to
get to a campsite that we'd booked onto, al-
legedly on the beach that Local Hero was
filmed at (Camusdarach Campsite). | say al-
legedly, as either we totally misinterpreted
their website when booking, or someone was
slightly exaggerating their position on the
coast- either way on the road down to this
particular campsite, we passed some stunn-
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iIng beaches and beautifully located camp-
sites right on the sea front, so our hopes
were getting higher and higher as we antici-
pated our arrival. When we arrived, we were
surprised that the campsite was half a mile
or so back off the coast, there were limited
limited sea views, and the actual beach used
In the film was over a mile away! Keith went
in to check, and decided once he was told
there were no sea/beach view pitches etc (de-
spite pics on the website showing sand
dunes and seaside) that we would not take
our pitch and we would look for a different
site. | was pleased in a way when he re-
turned to the van to tell me, as I'd spent 10
mins sat in the van feeling disappointed the
site wasn’t as we'd expected it to be.
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So off we drove, this time slightly back on
ourself maybe 2 miles. The first site we
passed was called Silver Sands so we pulled
in to check it out. As we drove down the en-
trance road, we were thrilled to see pitches
with a sea view that seemed vacant (tick),
with hook up (another tick) We drove up to
the reception and was greeted happily with a
sign saying if you can find a pitch, it's yours-
we will be round in the morning to collect
money (£16 pn with electric): perfect. We
bagged a stunner of a pitch, which was hard
standing (unlike the grassy boggy pitches of
Camusdarach Campsite- another cross by
their name). It was £9 a night cheaper, the
sun was shining, and so naturally we plugged
in, cracked a beer and went for a chill on the
beach. Chill is an accurate word actually, as
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the driving wind was freeeeeeeezing, but the
sunny skies and beach/sea combi more than
made up for that!!

So a lovely relaxing evening was had by us

all, Jazz enjoyed an hour or so tearing around
on the beach, | was happy playing with my
camera and tripod and Keefy spent an hour
umming and aa ahhing about whether or not
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to bbqg! Decided against it in the end due to
rain clouds looming, so we settled on the Ab-
erdeen Angus steak each anyway but cooked
inside (still fab view though!)

We had a wonderful night at Siversands ,
and would whole heartidly recommend. Just
to warn you though, you can’t book, so it’s
luck of the draw | guess if travelling during
peak season.

Wednesday:

Bluebell the motorhome is parked up over-
looking the mainland (well, if we could see it
that is- visibility not good today) We went to
visit the beach filmed on for Local Hero this
morning with the help of this handy site

it turned out that you could access it 1/2 mile


http://www.ukcampsite.co.uk/sites/details.asp?revid=5162
http://www.scotlandthemovie.com/movies/camus.html
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further on up the B8008 past the Camus-
darach campsite (not what we’d been led to
believe) The beach is a hidden gem, that has
huge sand dunes protecting it from the road,
and is a good half a mile wide of pure white
sand. You can see where they built “Bens
Shack” for the movie, and also the church,
which isn’t actually a church in real life, they
dressed it up to look like one. This is also he
stretch where Burt Lancaster arrived in his
helicopter at the end of the film. It was great
to finally visit the official one- over the last 5
yrs we've stopped at a number incorrectly!!!
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We then carried on up to Mallaig to board the
Calmac ferry to Skye- a 30 minute crossing
which we’ve done before but | doubt will do
again!!!l Well- it’s taken us both til now
(ohrs) to vaguely recover. | never get sea
sick, until today that is. Bleughhh. To be fair,
it is a wee bit murky out there, and we proba-
bly should have not bothered with the
sausage baguette each beforehand.

We drove off the ferry and travelled 1/2 mile
somehow to the visitors centre where we
emergency pulled in (you don’t need to know
the rest!) An hour or so later, we felt better
enough to check out the wild camping spot
at the south of the Island. It was nice and
had a cracking sea view- but it's elevated po-
sition and today’s windy weather meant that
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we felt like we were still on the boat. Down
we came, and trundled about the roads be-
tween Armadale and Broadford for an hour or
so, feeling uninspired, tired, hazy, spinny and
nauseous still. We are now parked on the sea
front at Broadford, within walking distance of
a chippy and a pub. | suspect this combina-
tion of establishments will aid our recovery,
and so we can set off tomorrow feeling nor-
mal again

Until next time

Lx
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