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Bluebell the motorhome is currently hurtling
down the A1 Southbound, somewhere be-
tween Doncaster and Newark! We’ve decid-
ed to head homewards today as we both fan-
cy going to the village fireworks event
tonight, but my gosh, we are heading home
fully relaxed, well fed, watered and a little
stiff round the knees from the walks we’ve
enjoyed!

We had a fantastic 2 nights at Brit Stop no
713 (near the viaduct � ). We asked them if
we could do 2 nights, as there were two
walks that we fancied trying out and they
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were more than happy for us to stay. It was
win win- we must have spent £70+ on their
legendary a Station ale the first day alone,
and day 2 we drank them out of the Ale
(whoops!) and enjoyed a hearty 3 course
meal off their huge menu! For us, it was real-
ly nice to not have to drive, and we found
that even after a rather immense walk we to-
tally chilled down and felt tons better for it (if
not slightly hungover!!)

We did two walks near Ribblehead, one at
took us under the viaduct and another that
took on some of the Ribble Way. The latter
was really adventurous! We found ourselves
having to try out some survival skills fresh off
the tele- on finding ourselves at a river that
needed to be crossed, with no sign of a
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bridge, we remembered a tip from one tv
prog, take off your boots and socks before
wading through- it keeps them dry. So off
came our boots and socks, Keefy lobbed
them across the river (thankfully he’s got a
good aim!) and off we went! It. Was. Freez-
ing! Luckily we got through despite a near
miss with Jazz where the current dragged
him off and he almost slipped out of his har-
ness! And we were very pleased to have dry
socks and boots to put on the other side!

After our two nights at 713 we travelled
south to Malham and parked up at the tarn.
We had a walk that took in all the main sites,
the Tarn, the Cove- a huge natural limestone
pavement on the top of a big gorge, the pret-
ty village, Janet’s floss waterfall, and Gordale
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Scar crag. At 6.5 miles (and a lot of challeng-
ing paths) it was a great walk but very tiring,
although we were really lucky with the
weather! After the walk we headed for our
final BritStop of the week, a farm shop about
2.5 miles away from Malham. We enjoyed
looking round the shop, and stocking up on
the essentials; bacon, beef steaks for tea, lo-
cal cheese and some veg! All the ingredients
for a hearty local tea, beef in reed wine stew
from my new campervan recipe book- thanks
Sam! �

We had a lovely evening chilling and enjoyed
listening to the tawny owl that was on the
tree above us. Sadly we couldn’t see it, but it
was a lovely sound to hear.
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So now we are on the home run, having had
a brilliant week of eating drinking sleeping
and chilling! We are so glad we chose to do
the Dales, we’ve seen so many awesome
things here and it’s been nice doing a small-
er scale tour with less driving.

BritStops once again has been beyond Mar-
vellous. We’ve managed to centre our tour
around a small area taking in local pubs and
farm shops and we cannot recommend it
enough to anyone.

Holiday highlights are Ribblehead, Fountains
Abby and Malham �

Until next time
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