France/ltaly Part 5: Lake Garda -
Verona - Venice

Bluebell the motorhome is parked along with
several other European vans on the outskirts
of the one and only Venice! Today we
crossed over the 1500 miles milestone, and
we are thrilled we’'ve made it this far! Amaz-
ingly, we've only used 4 tanks of fuel- so
were averaging around just under 400 miles
per tank- we're happy with that!

Yesterday we spent a day mooching in
charming Verona, which we thoroughly en-
joyed, and we got another freebie on our
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overnight parking as when we pulled into
where the sat nav told us the official sosta
was, we saw 10+ vans in a huge car park
next door. We pulled in and asked a French
motorhoming family a) was it possible to stay
here overnight and b) how much? We were
pleased when they said it was ok and free,
and celebrated by having a pizza lunch in the
main square. Verona is a lovely place to
spend the day, we enjoyed taking in the
sights, including the amphitheatre and of
course the famous balcony from Romeo and
Juliet (however my guide book told us that
this is infact not true, it was erected by Vero-
na council in the 1920s to boost tourism!) it
was still a great sight to see, and we thor-
oughly enjoyed it there, despite the 40 de-
grees heat!!
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We had a chill (or rather bake) in the evening
and slept well, despite the temperature in
the van remaining stable at 30 degrees all
night!

We set off this morning for our sosta on the
outskirts of Venice! We both were very excit-
ed, I've been before but Keith hasn’t! We ar-
rived at 1030 am and set off to find our wa-
ter bus to the centre. It was great exploring
Venice and showing Keith all the sights, but
my god, its hot!!! Jazz dealt amazingly with
the heat, but what he really enjoys is laying
under the tables in European cities, watching
the world go by! So, to treat him, and us, we
treat ourselves to lunch at a trattoria near to
Rialto Bridge, and we had the most amazing
calzone pizza! We've both been impressed
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with the prices over here eating out. Today
obviously has been more expensive as we’'ve
been in Venice, but yesterday we had pizza
for 6 euros each in Verona overlooking the
main square and arena!

It's boiling again tonight, but it doesn’t mat-
ter, bluebell so far is doing great and we are
finding plenty of free water so we can shower
to our hearts content!

Tomorrow we are heading towards Pisa!! We
may miss San Marino this time, as its a 160
mile detour, and we are thinking of swinging
back to France for the last week to enjoy
some cheaper fuel, but also have a look
round the French Riviera! The joys of mo-
torhoming mean we can change route right
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at the last minute! For now though, I'm look-
iIng forward to getting to Pisa, and having a
couple of days in Tuscany! []

Until next time

Lx

(]
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