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5 AND 6 – CLACHTOLL
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O’GROATS

I can’t believe it, I’m writing this blog from
the most north east point in mainland Britain,
the famous John O’Groats! And the weather
is still sunny!!!

We’ve had a busy couple of days on the
road, and therefore have reached our main
destination about 3 days earlier than antici-
pated!! But every second has been exciting
and every corner has produced another fan-
tastic view!
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We had a lovely peaceful night at Clachtoll
on Saturday, and left at a later (for us so
far!) time of 9.30. The people on the pitch
next to us were lovely, and we’d had several
chats with them. During our goodbyes, they
recommended a beach to check out just
south of Durness, called Oldshoreman. Appar-
ently there was a walk from there leading to
Britain’s most secluded beach- as you could-
n’t drive there. They also felt it would be suit-
able to wildcamp there. So off we set, round
the stunning headland of Stoer and towards
Kylesku bridge, something we’d seen in a
travel book and marked as a place to stop.
The bridge was a wonderful piece of architec-
ture, and like most places we’d visited so far,
we found ourselves alone in wandering up to
the viewpoint.
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After the bridge of Kylesku the landscape
turned very moonscapey, and against the
bright blue sky it was beautiful. We soon
found the road to Oldshoreman and arrived
at the most beautiful beach we’ve seen. Un-
fortunately we were hit with numerous no
overnight parking signs straight away, so we
knew we wouldn’t stay there, however we en-
joyed a lovely walk along the beach.

We decided to carry on up towards Durness
and pull into a viewpoint when we saw one
for the night. We found one about 1 mile
south of Durness and pulled into a large lay-
by with a fantastic 3 way view overlooking
the Kyle of Durness.

We’ve been keeping our eyes out for a
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glimpse of the northern lights, but nothing
yet. Jim, the warden at Clachtoll said the sky
is a bit bright at the moment, but he saw
them this time last year at Clachtoll so never
say never!

Back to today, after a quiet nights sleep in
our private viewing area, we decided to go
and be tourists in Durness. We saw the love-
ly Sango Sands campsite which appeared to
have a fab view of the ocean. Maybe next
time we will stay there. We visited the craft
village, and treated ourselves to a devine
drink in the Cocoa mountain shop there. I
had a wonderful hot chocolate, dubbed “the
best”, and I am in no position to argue, it was
flipping awesome! Keefy had a real coffee,
which he enjoyed as he’s been slumming it
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whilst on the road drinking instant coffee!!

We also visited Smoo Caves, and took a fasci-
nating boat trip into the inner cave. We both
really enjoyed this, Colin the leader was real-
ly informative and we found it to be excellent
value for money.

We carried on round the coast and passed
through Tongue, Bettyhill and Thurso. We
were actually hoping to stop near Tongue for
the night and then do small journeys to Betty-
hill, then Thurso, then John O’G stopping a
night at each. I’m not sure how we ended up
doing the whole road in one, I think it was a
mixture of all the ‘no overnight parking’
signs that were in the majority of the car
parks and laybys, plus the fact that we were
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enjoying the excitement of not knowing
where we would end up! Anyway, before we
knew it we had arrived in John O Groats! We
actually were intending on staying at the
campsite here but it’s all shut up, so we are
in the car park, which thankfully has no ‘no
overnighting signs’ here.

We’ve spent the evening looking at the road
map to see what to do with the remainder of
our week, seeing as we have reached our
destination several days early. We think we
are going to head towards the Cairngorms as
we’ve seen there are a few Brit stops there.
One thing we are sure about though is this is
the reason we love motorhoming, the free-
dom, the flexibility and the ability to go
where the road takes us!!!
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Until next time xx
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